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From the latest translation .. . Que F 


THE FIRST OF RQMANS 


Let me begin by thanking my Gad, through Jesus Christ, for 
you all, because all over the world they are telling the story 
of your faith. God is my witness, the God to whom | offer 
the humble service of my spirit by preaching the gospel of 
his Son: God knows how continually | make mention of you 
in my prayers, and am always asking that by his will | may, 
somehow or other, succeed at long last in coming to visit you. 
For | long to see you; | want to bring you some spiritual gift 
to make you strong; or rather, | want to be among you to 
receive encouragement myself through the influence of your 
faith on me as of mine on you. § But | should like you to 
know, my brothers, that | have often planned to come, though 
so far without success, in the hope of achieving something 
among you, as | have in other parts of the world. | am under 
obligation to Greek and non-Greek, to learned and simple; 
hence my eagerness to declare the gospel to you in Rome as 
well as to others. For | am not ashamed of the gospel. It is 
the saving power of God for everyone who has faith—the 
Jew first, but the Greek also—because here is revealed God’s 
way of righting wrong, a way that starts from faith and ends 
in faith; as Scripture says, ‘He shall gain life who is justified 
through faith.” 


—Romans 1:8-17 from the New English Bible, just published 
by Cambridge and Oxford University Presses, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





American Abundance and a Needy World 





Smug Self-Righteousness? 


A few weeks ago there appeared in 
newspapers across the land a syndicated 
eartoon which I found not only disturb- 
ing but dangerous in its implications 
(see below). On one side of the ocean 
was pictured the United States, with 
barns and storage bins bursting with 
grain overprinted with the words, “An- 
other Year of Bumper Crops.” On the 
other side of the ocean were shown the 
dictators of Russia and Red China stand- 
ing on ground strewn with human skulls 
and bones, with a drooling vulture hover- 
ing nearby. Khrushchev is depicted as 
observing to Mao, “Say, Comrade, maybe 
there is a God!” 





| “Say, Comrade, Maybe There Is a God!” 








The fallacy set forth in this cartoon 
was exploded by the author of Job hun- 
dreds of years ago. And the smug self- 
righteousness underlying it was scath- 
ingly rebuked by Jesus. This “God is on 
our side” posture goes along with the “It 
serves them right” attitude which many 
Americans appear to be assuming toward 
the starving Chinese. 

Does the fact that these unfortunates 
are our political enemies make them any 
less God’s children, numbered with our- 
selves as sinners for whom Christ died, 
brothers and sisters toward whom we 
should reach in sympathy and compas- 
sion? Did the Good Samaritan stop to 
consider the wounded man’s politics or 
worthiness before showing mercy to him? 

The Christian Century (March 8, 1961) 
has prodded the American conscience by 
urging that we share our abundant sup- 
ply of surplus grain with our famine- 
stricken brothers behind the bamboo cur- 
tain. The problem of non-recognition 
could, perhaps, be circumvented by chan- 
neling relief shipments through the Inter- 
national Red Cross. Is it too naive to 
suggest that a no-strings-attached gesture 
of this sort might do more to thaw the 


Keeping up with the 
DALLAS ASSEMBLY (Outlook dates) 


Mar. 13—Commissioners’ list (Ala., 
Appl., Ark.); Brief Statement of Belief; 

Mar. 20—Fla., Ga., La., Commissioners; 
Mexico Policy; Centennial; 


cold war than years of diplomatic manip- 
ulation based on face-saving and self- 
interest? 

JoSePH M. HopPpkKINs. 
New Wilmington, Pa. 


Congregational Opportunity 


I am the representative for Church 
Paper Week for our church (April 16-23). 
I wondered if you would send me some 
brief information that I could use in my 
talk.... 
ARKANSAS. 
NOTE—We are glad to provide helps for 
use in congregational emphases for this 
observance. Please write us.—Publishers. 


Thanks Note 


... May I say that during these difficult 
times when we as so-called Christians are 
faced with the reality of the challenge 
to our faith, I am grateful for such a 
publication as Tur OvurLook and for men 
who “call them as they see them” as your 
writers strike me as doing. Keep it up. 

FRANK N. MATHESON. 
Taylorsville, N. C. 


Professors’ List 


Somehow I came into possession of 
your “Professors’ List of Books to Read 
Before Entering College” and they went 
like “hot cakes” among the young people. 
I need additional copies. ... 

YouTH DIRECTOR. 
Mobile, Ala. 

NOTE—AMany thousands of copies of this 
valuable list have been provided free of 
charge. In return for postage (50¢ per 100 
copies) we are glad to provide quantities for 
church and high school distribution.—Pub- 
lishers 


Appropriated Correspondence 
Church-Related Schools 


Much is being said these days about the 
financial burdens borne by parents who 
send their children to church-related 
schools and colleges, while at the same 
time paying taxes to support the public 
school system. 

Church-related schools and colleges are 
created, maintained and governed by a 
religious body, having as their primary 
function the instruction of the child into 
the doctrines and practices of a religion. 
Religion as a subject is not taught inde- 
pendently of other subjects; it permeates 
the entire curriculum. The ultimate goal 
of such education is the praise, glory and 
service of God. 

If parents prefer this type of educa- 
tion for their children to that offered by 
the public schools and city colleges, that 
is their prerogative. But the tuition for 
such institutions is their responsibility, 
not the responsibility of the state, for, as 
Thomas Jefferson said in his Virginia 
Statute of Religious Freedom, “It is sin- 
ful and tyrannical to compel a man to 
furnish contributions for the propagation 
of opinions which he disbelieves and ab- 
hors.” 

DOREEN TAYLOR. 
New York City. 
(From The Christian Science Monitor) 


—$__ 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U.S.) 








SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 
Central Mississippi—(M)* E. L. Jackson 
Kosciusko; J. Kelly Unger, Meridian; 7 
G. Kay, J. R. Miller, (E)* Walter K. Gwin 
Jr., John N, Kirkman, Jackson; Herman 


C. Glazier, Rolling Fork; A. Owings, 
Terry. 
St. Andrew—(M) Jameson M. Jones, 


Memphis, Tenn.; G. Wilbur Smith, Bateg- 
ville; E. C. Brasington, Leland; Robert H. 
Walkup, (E) T. E. Veitch, Starkville; Rob- 
ert Lowe, Tunica; J. B. Caulfield, Water 
Valley; B. G. Horton, Booneville. 

South Mississippi—(M) John T. N. Keels, 
Hattiesburg; Arthur Schneider, Pascagou- 
la; Leonard Van Horn, Pt. Gibson; (E) 
Eddie Thorburn, Magnolia; E. Watson 
Wood, Ocean Springs; Robert S. Newton, 
Jr., Wiggins. 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

Lafayette—(M) Everette E. McPheeters, 
(E) James H. Brown, Springfield. 

Missouri—(M) Franc Guthrie, Palmyra; 
(E) Robert Finley, Mexico. 

Potosi—(M) J. W. Allen, Calendonia; (BE) 
M. M. McMahon, Clarkton. 

St. Louis—(M) Otis L. Graham, Crystal 
City; Herbert A. Miller, (E) Louis Stern, 
St. Louis; Lester Barrett, Washington. 

Upper Missouri—(M) John Vanlanding- 
ham, Lawson; John Cowan, St. Joseph; 
F. H. Olert, (E) Louis Tamborello, Kansas 
City; H. Sanford Weaver, Lewis Andrews, 
Prairie Village, Kan. 





SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Albemarle—(M) Harold White, Belvi- 
dere; Joe Amory, Wilson; Richard An- 
drews, Tarboro; (E) B. O. Fordham, Kin- 
ston; W. D. Ridenhour, LaGrange; G. E. 
Trevathan, Sr., Fountain. 

Concord—(M) Spencer Baker, Kannapo- 
lis; Carl W. McMurray, Marion; J. D. 
Smith, Morganton; F. F. Baker, Richmond, 
Va.; Neill R. McGeachy, (E) J. P. Steven- 
son, Statesville; Dr. F. W. Johnston, Da- 





vidson; S. Guy Gregg, Hickory; H. M. 
Cope, Salisbury; Dr. R. B. Rankin, Sr, 
Concord. 


Fayetteville—(M) Robert F. Sloop, Lum- 
berton; Robert O, Freeman, Rowland; 
James Appleby, Richmond, Va.; B. E. Dot- 
son, Carthage; Robert K. Gustafson, (EB) 
David Currie, John K. McGirt, Red Springs; 
J. Mills Kirkpatrick, Lee McFarland, Max- 
ton; W. G. Shaw, Wagram. 

Granville—(M) W. C. McInnis, Hender- 
son; J. W. McGinnis, Cary; H. H. Thomp- 
son, (E) C. H. Little, Raleigh; Alvis Clem- 
ents, Oxford; J. Pelton Weaver, Fuquay 
Springs. 

Kings Mountain—(M) James L. Mays, 
Richmond, Va.; P. D. Patrick, Decatur, 
Ga.; George L. Riddle, Cherryville; (E) 
Edwin C. Leland, Saluda; Paul Hambright, 
Grover; J. A. Burgin, Lincolnton. 

Mecklenburg—(M) M. H. Currie, Ham- 
let; Marcus Prince, 3d, Troy; B. Hoyt 
Evans, Huntersville; James A, Jones, 
Charles E. S. Kraemer, Richmond, Va.; 
J. R. Cunningham, Samuel H. Zealy, Rob- 
ert Turner, Robert S. Woodson, (E) A. §. 
Cathey, Vernon W. Patterson, P. F. How- 
erton, W. E. Price, Thomas C. Ruff, Dr. 
Curtis R. Fincher, Charlotte; George 0. 
Stovall, Albemarle; J. E. Maness, Biscoe; 
W. S. McRae, Ellerbe. 

Orange—(M) W. W. Peters, Graham; T. 
H. Patterson, Madison; C. G,. Fitzpatrick, 
Asheboro; Ear! Woodall, McLeansville; 
C. MeLauchlin, Richmond, Va.; R. H. Stone, 
Carl E. Mills, (E) A. C. McCall, Greens- 
boro; C. W. Perry, High Point; E. W. 
Coleman, Burlington; Joseph A. Tate, 
Mebane; K. E. Seymour, W. M. Holt, San- 
ford. 

Wilmington—(M) John Irvine, Ben L. 
tose, Richmond, Va.; John R. MacKinnon, 
E. G. Connette, (E) Alex Urquhart, Wil- 
mington; Dr. Dewitt Clark, Clarkton; A. 
Dial Gray, Whiteville; Lee Murdock, Wild- 
wood. 

Winston-Salem—(M) John R. Smith, E. 
Eugene Kirkman, Ralph L. Underwood, 
(E) J. Harold McKeithen, Winston-Salem; 
David A. Long, Jr., Thomasville; Wood- 
row McKay, Lexington. 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner's name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 
Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e PROTESTANT AUTHORITIES in West 
Germany have issued warnings against 
Moslem-Christian marriages in view of 
steadily growing enrollments at West 
German universities by students from 
Moslem countries and a resulting in- 
crease in the number of marriages be- 
tween such students and German Chris- 
tian girls. . . . @ THe Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs has criti- 
cized legislative proposals to make tui- 
tion payments to private schools and col- 
leges eligible as charitable deductions for 
income tax purposes. ... @ A PROGRAM 
to help all Baptists in North America 
get to know one another better has been 
approved by leaders of the Baptist Ju- 
bilee Advance. . . . @ A PRECEDENT- 
SETTING interdenominational conference 
investigating the results of the 1960 cen- 
sus as it applies to churches will be held 
May 10-12 in Washington, D. C., spon- 
sored by the Bureau of Research and 
Study of the National Council of Church- 
es... . @ NORMAN VINCENT PEALE de- 
cared recently in St. Paul, Minn., “For 
the rest of my life I am going to preach 
the gospel. I am through with com- 
menting on anything at all political.” 

. @ THE MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE of 
Greater Kansas City has adopted a res- 
olution urging municipal officials to per- 
mit the dissemination of birth control 
information and materials at the General 
Hospital there. e NEW CHURCH 
CONSTRUCTION in the USA _ dropped 
slightly to $77 million during February, 
from $82 million in January and $79 
million in February, 1960... . e Fot- 
LOWING A four-year battle against or- 
ganized vice, the Newport (Ky.) Min- 
isterial Association has formally asked 
Governor Bert Combs to begin ouster 
proceedings against eight public officials 
in the city of Newport and Campbell 
County who are accused of failing to do 
their sworn duty in suppressing gam- 
bling, prostitution and illegal liquor 
sales... . @ PHILADELPHIA religious and 
civic leaders and municipal officials have 
denounced as immoral a grand jury’s 
proposal that prostitution be legalized in 
the city. The grand jury also recom- 
mended legalization of lotteries and off- 
track pari-mutuel betting on horse races. 

. © CHRISTIAN LEADERS from three 
predominantly Buddhist countries—Bur- 
ma, Ceylon and Thailand—recently at- 








UPUSA General Council 
Speaks on Federal Aid 


New York (rNS)—Federal aid to 
private and parochial schools, as well as 
to public schools practicing racial or 
religious discrimination, was opposed in 
a statement adopted here by the Gen- 
eral Council of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 

Taking note of “pressure from some 
quarters to extend aid to parochial and 
private schools contrary to President 
Kennedy’s recommendations,” the coun- 
cil reaffirmed the policy statement adopt- 
ed by the denomination’s General Assem- 
bly in 1957 endorsing the public school 
system. That policy statement also en- 
dorsed the right to organize private and 
parochial schools but opposed use of 
public funds to support them. 

The council, which is the central, co- 
ordinating body of the Assembly con- 
sisting of both clergymen and laymen, 
said federal funds should be made avail- 
able to public education only under the 
following conditions: 

That the funds be administered by the 
states, which would report to the U.S. 
Commissioner of Education on their use; 
that there “be no discrimination among 
children on the basis of race, religion, 
class or national origin,” and that “there 
be adequate safeguards against federal 
control of educational policy.” 

The council commended President 
Kennedy “for his statements upholding 
the constitutional guarantees against 
government support of sectarian educa- 
tion at primary and secondary levels.” 





Princeton Seminary students filed a 
petition bearing 270 names (including 
faculty and their families) protesting di- 
rect federal aid to private and parochial 
schools. The petition was sent to the 
House Education and Labor Committee, 
with copies to all members of Congress. 

Gerald K. Knoff, executive secretary of 
the division of Christian education of the 
National Council of Churches, appeared 
before the House committee, saying that 
while the NCC favors Federal aid for 
public schools it opposes grants for pri- 
vate schools. 





tended a six-day consultation in Rangoon 
aimed at improving communication be- 
tween Christians and Buddhists. 


COPELAND IS ELECTED 
MARYVILLE PRESIDENT 


Joseph J. Copeland, 46, pastor of the 
Second church, Knoxville, Tenn., has 
been elected president of Maryville Col- 
lege in Tennessee. 


Accepting this post, Dr. Copeland 
would succeed Ralph Waldo Lloyd, who 
is retiring in July after 31 years as pres- 
ident of the college. 

A native of Texas, Dr. Copeland has 
been in Knoxville for nine years and 
before that was pastor in Denton, Texas. 
He is a graduate of Trinity University 
and of McCormick Seminary, with hon- 
orary degrees from Trinity and Mary- 
ville. He has been a member of the 
Maryville board of directors for eight 
years. 

Dr. and Mrs. Copeland are currently 
on a four-week trip to the Holy Land 
and Europe. 


Detroit Project Yields 
To Interdenominational 


DETROIT (RNS)—Detroit Presbytery 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. has dissolved its own Indus- 
trial Project to participate in the Detroit 
Industrial Mission, founded five years 
ago by the Protestant Episcopal Diocese 
of Michigan but now an inter-religious 
program. 

Two Presbyterian ministers, James M. 
Campbell and Jesse E. Christman, have 
joined the mission staff, which includes 
a Congregational clergyman. A Roman 
Catholic layman serves on the mission’s 
board of directors, of which Episcopal 
Bishop Richard S. Emrich is president. 

A mission spokesman said that “the 
job of industrial mission cannot be done 
by a single denomination, but rather 
must be done from a broad ecumenical 
base.” Its goal, he said, “is to engage 
the structures of industrial society in a 
realistic fashion and in such a way that 
bridges may be built between the world 
of work and the world of the church.” 
He said the mission “sees itself not as 
a movement but as a supporting arm 
to the local parish and a missionary arm 
of the whole church with an ecumenical 
concern.” 

For the past three years Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. Christman have been working 
as hourly rated workers on the assembly 
line of the Cadillac Motor Car Division 
of General Motors here. They will con- 








tinue to do so as part of the Industrial 
Mission’s “effort to meet the whole range 
of industry from top to bottom.” 


U. S. G. A.—Dallas 


Assembly Causes Goal 
For 1962: $9,617,180 


The Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly 
meeting in Dallas late next month will 
be asked to increase the budget for As- 
sembly’s causes by $160,950, for a total 
of $9,617,180. This budget has been en- 
dorsed by the General Council. The 
totals for the respective causes are as 
follows: 


World Missions $4,640,000 
Church Extension 1,920,000 
Christian Education 950,000 
Annuities and Relief 508,780 
General Fund Agencies: 1,570,850 
Women’s Work $200,000 
The General Council 255,000 
Presbyterian School 
of Christian 
Education 248,000 
Mountain Retreat 
Association 195,000 
Committee on Tele- 
vision, Radio and 
Audio-Visuals 225,000 
Stillman College 284,800 
Historical Foundation 47,500 
American Bible 
Society 48,550 
Presbyterian 
Foundation 57,500 
G.F.A. Administrative 
and Promotional 
Expense 9,500 
Interchurch Agencies: 27,550 


National Council 12,200 

World Council 9,500 
Geneva Building 2,100 

Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 

Religion in 

American Life 2,750 


$9,617,180 


The Assembly is being asked for an 
extension of time in a study of the ad- 
visability of establishing a central treas- 
urer for the benevolence agencies. 

All agencies, it will be reported to the 
Assembly, are now using uniform finan- 
cial reporting procedures recommended 
by the council, based on a study of finan- 
cial reserves and related matters. As a 
result of this uniform reporting, the 
Council will say, complete information 
on all agencies’ reserves, endowment 
funds, and operating cash will be avail- 
able in the Assembly’s Minutes and the 
annual reports of agencies. 

A consultative conference on benevo- 
lences is scheduled for Sept. 18-21 in 
Montreat, N. C., to deal with vexing 
problems involving a conflict of pro- 
grams at different levels of the church’s 
life. Efforts will be made to re-study 
and re-state the principles and proce- 
dures of the church’s benevolence pro- 

m. 

J. Randolph Taylor, Washington, D. 
C., pastor, was named chairman of the 
planning committee for the eighth quad- 
rennial student convention on the World 
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Total Budget 


Mission of the Church scheduled for 
1964. 

The study in progress on “The Office 
of the Minister of the Word and Sacra- 
ments” will be continued for another 
year, if the Assembly approves such a 
request of the council. 

Meanwhile, the work of the General 
Council itself is being studied with a 
committee made up of members of the 
council and some from outside. 

Bluford B. Hestir is leaving the Gen- 
eral Council after eight years its secre- 
tary of publicity to become executive sec- 
retary of the Assembly’s committee on 
Television, Radio and Audio-Visuals 
June 1. 


Reception of Moore 
Protested in Miss. 


Central Mississippi received a minis- 
ter from the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church (Synod of California) the other 
day, but not without a vigorous protest 
against the action filed by five ministers 
and three elders. 

The minister received was James E. 
Moore, who left a Mt. Washington, Md., 
Presbyterian, U.S., church in 1951 to go 
to Westminster (Orthodox) church, Los 
Angeles, after being involved in a series 
of appeals and complaints in regard to 
procedures which he disliked. 

The protest was signed by Virgil L. 
Bryant, Jr., G. Roland Sims, J. Moody 
McDill, Jackson pastors; Robert Law- 
rence and Charles L. Stafford, Jr., Merid- 
ian pastors. These elders: J. A. Blythe 
and R. S. Munford of Jackson and Rob- 
ert Stiver of Meridian. 

The protest said “‘no reflection on the 
good faith and character” of Mr. Moore 
was intended, but it went on: 

“We believe that we have reached the 
extremity of our ability to assimilate min- 
isters from other denominations; and be- 
cause of the necessity of the present 
condition in our presbytery we are ob- 
liged to present this protest. The aim of 
this protest is to alert this presbytery to 
the fact that we must henceforth seek to 
secure our ministers only from the ranks 
of our own church, if we are in the future 
to know and enjoy the church of our 
fathers as a united and happy body of 
witness under the King and Head of the 
church.” 

The protest referred to a synod inquiry 
of 1958 looking into “the subject of in- 
filtration by the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church.” 

In adopting the report, whose chair- 
man was the late G. T. Gillespie, the 
protestors point out, the synod “solemnly 
warned us of a grievous harvest” as it 
said, “It is possible that this investiga- 
tion will help serve a useful purpose if 
it helps to alert the church to one of the 
gravest dangers which confronts us at 
this hour, namely, the growing spirit of 
factionalism and partisan feeling within 
the church.” 

In reporting the recent action of the 


presbytery, Jackson newspapers reviewed 
some of Mr. Moore’s activities, like a 
complaint which he carried from the 
Synod of Virginia to the General Assem- 
bly against the action of the session of 
the Franklin Street church of Baltimore 
when it refused to desist from participat- 
ing in union services during the summer 
with the Brown Memorial and First 
Presbyterian Churches of that city. Mr, 
Moore had contended, ‘These union sery- 
ices are not conducive to the glory of 
God and compromise the witness of the 
Franklin Street church to essential doc- 
trines of Christianity, not to mention the 
Confession of Faith and other subor- 
dinate standards of this church.” 

The Assembly’s commission voted 
unanimously not to sustain the com- 
plaints brought forward by Mr. Moore. 


Three Presbyteries 

The current reorganization of five Mis- 
sissippi presbyteries into three has pro 
ceeded—over the strenuous opposition of 
a group in Central Mississippi, and 
when the new structure became effective 
in January the dominant group in Cen- 
tral watered down the plan of organiza- 
tion and went its own way without great 
regard for the plan the synod had au- 
thorized. 

The new Presbytery of St. Andrew was 
organized in the north at Cleveland with 
R. A. Bolling, the host pastor, as mod- 
erator, and J. Millen Looney of Oxford 
stated clerk. 

South Mississippi was organized at 
Gulfport with A. G. Brush, a Laure 
elder, as moderator. E Watson Wood 
was made stated clerk. 


Knapp Warns Against 
Timidity on Separation 

Boston (RNS)—Protestantism cannot 
afford to be ignorant or timid while fight- 
ing to maintain separation of church and 
state, Forrest L. Knapp, general secre- 
tary of the Massachusetts Council of 
Churches, said here in a statement on 
“Church and State.” 

“We must not assume that the battle 
is won,” he said. “For one thing, we do 
not yet have agreement as to the impli- 
cations of the principle of church-state 
separation for every question of relation- 
ship which arises. For another thing, 
there is constant temptation on the part 
of all men to ignore principle when it 
appears that to do so will help to meet 
some pressing need.” 

Dr. Knapp cited “constant efforts to 
interpret the principle” in such way as 
to permit tax support of church-related 
schools and hospitals. 

“When the trustees of an overcrowded 
hospital sees a chance to obtain govern- 
ment funds for expansion, they may not 
find it hard to convince themselves that 
they would not violate an important prin- 
ciple by accepting the aid,” he said. 
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U. S. G. A.—Dallas 


Aiding Embattled Ministers 


From the report of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Assembly’s Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work is taken a section 
showing how the committee is answering 
a resolution given to it by the 1960 As- 
sembly : 


The resolution (page 73, 1960 Minutes) 
stated : 

“WHEREAS, these are days of crisis in 
America as social patterns are in the 
process of change, and 

“WHEREAS, the voice of our church is 
clear and direct as expressed in the offi- 
cial statements of our General Assembly, 
and 

“WHEREAS, individual ministers are 
seeking to interpret the pronouncements 
of our Assembly in the communities in 
which our denomination is at work, and 

“WHEREAS, certain ministers, while 
speaking the mind of the church in love, 
have found their positions jeopardized, 
and 

“WuerEAS, when these ministers speak 
the mind of the Assembly, the Assembly 
has a moral responsibility to support 
them. 

“Now Therefore Be it Resolved: 

“1, That the General Assembly deplore 
the action of individuals and groups who 
seek to silence these voices through in- 
timidation, or coercion. 

“2. That the General Assembly also de- 
plore the autocratic voice of the minister 
who does not speak the mind of the As- 
sembly in love. 

“3. That we extend our hearts in love 
and prayer toward any minister who has 
found, or may find himself in difficulty as 
he bears witness in love to the position 
of our church. 

“4. That we instruct the General As- 
sembly’s Permanent Committee on the 
Minister and His Work to explore ways 
and means by which the church-at-large 
may stand significantly behind our min- 
isters at such times, and report to the 
1961 Assembly. 

“5. That any ministers or elders who 
have knowledge of individual circum- 
stances of this type call such to the at- 
tention of the Assembly’s committee, and 
any minister so involved feel free to dis- 
cuss his problem with the Assembly com- 
mittee, in order that the committee may 
have these specific cases as a framework 
in which to do their work.” 


The Standing Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work recommended that 
“the Permanent Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work report to the 1961 
Assembly as to what has been done in 
the area of ‘standing behind ministers’ 
...” (page 91, 1960 Minutes). The rec- 
ommendation was adopted. 

The Assembly committee would re- 
port: 

The Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work is well aware 
of the difficulties that have arisen in the 
past when ministers and churches of our 
General Assembly have sought to inter- 
pret the official statements of the Assem- 
bly in their communities. We realize that 
in these days of social change and crisis 
in America difficulties will continue to 
ocur. Reactions to “speaking the mind 
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of the church in love” will vary with 
locality and with the persons involved, 
but this message will inevitably offend 
some in almost every situation. We fur- 
ther believe that the mind of the Assem- 
bly should be presented and that this 
should be done with love, wisdom and a 
due regard for the method of interpreta- 
tion best suited to the particular situa- 
tion of a given church or minister. 


Information Sought 


Having an understanding of the prob- 
lems inherent in this proclamation, the 
Assembly’s Committee on the Minister 
and His Work has made a diligent effort 
to determine the extent of actual difficul- 
ties existing between ministers and 
churches in our General Assembly at the 
present time. This has been done through 
a special sub-committee entrusted with 
this responsibility and by consideration 
of the Assembly’s Committee as a whole. 
Information and advice have been sought 
from individuals, from the chairman of 
every Commission on the Minister and 
His Work in the General Assembly, and 
from the signers of the resolution pre- 
sented to the 1960 General Assembly. 
Additional information on this subject 
has been available from the office of the 
Assembly’s committee. 

Our first significant finding is that 
less than 7% of our ministers in active 
service are known at this time to feel that 
they are available for a call to another 
field of service for any reason. The rea- 
sons given cover the whole range of 
possibilities, and so far as we can deter- 
mine only a few of these are involved in 
any way with speaking the mind of the 
Assembly on social issues. Actually only 
two new cases have been called to our 
attention since the General Assembly 
took action asking that this study be 
made. 

In answering the question of what the 
church at large has done in the past 
cases, we report that in the cases called 
to our attention the church has, through 
the presbytery’s Commission on the Min- 
ister and His Work through the pres- 


OTHER ACTIONS 


Other matters of the Committee on the 
Minister and His Work to be reported to 
the Dallas Assembly will include a re- 
vised manual submitted for adoption; a 
report that a nationwide study of min- 
isters’ salaries is being conducted by the 
National Council of Churches under the 
direction of Paul Calvin Payne. (It is 
reported that 18 presbyteries or synods 
have named committees of laymen to 
work on the problem of ministers’ sal- 
aries. Such committees are recommended 
for every presbytery and synod.) 








bytery itself, supported men who found 
themselves in difficulties in this matter. 

When the presbytery and the commis- 
sion have worked most effectively they 
have pointed to the weight of synod and 
General Assembly actions to support their 
stands. We feel that a large part of the 
answer to any future problem that may 
arise is the continued support of both 
ministers and churches by presbyteries 
of our church and, where appropriate, 
by the Commissions on the Minister and 
His Work. 

The Committee on the Minister and 
His Work understands quite well that 
such action, while it bears a witness to 
the duty of the church to speak its mind 
on these subjects, does not necessarily 
preserve the pastoral relationship in situ- 
ations where disagreement is intense. The 
committee and its secretary have a sym- 
pathetic attitude toward all of our min- 
isters. Whenever they find a minister 
who is in difficulty or who feels that he 
should move for any reason they use all 
of the means available to them, under 
the provisions of the Book of Church 
Order and the committee’s manual, to 
help this minister. This help has been 
extended to those ministers who found 
it wise to leave their fields of service for 
speaking the mind of the Assembly, and 
it will be extended again in every situa- 
tion where it is requested. 


All Areas 


Further, the committee seeks through 
every means at its disposal to strengthen 
all areas of the work of presbytery Com- 
missions on the Minister and His Work 
and synod Committees on the Minister 
and His Work. This effort will continue 
and it should bear fruit whenever com- 
missions or committees are confronted 
with difficulties. The Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on the Minister and His Work 
and its staff stand ready to offer direct 
aid, within constitutional limits, to any 
commission or committee if called upon 
to do so. 

The Assembly’s Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work believes that ade- 
quate means are already provided within 
the present organization of the church to 
support its ministers whenever they find 
themselves in difficulty. The committee 
further believes that the effectiveness of 
our ministry will grow as the presbytery 
increasingly accepts its responsibility to 
support and encourage its ministers in 
every area of their work, in times of 
difficulty and in times of opportunity 
alike. (Editorial, page 8.) 

<<. 


The greatest achievements in history 
are not the products of group minds, As 
has been said, nearly everything that has 
been done for the good of mankind, has 
been accomplished by a human being 
working alone in the dark and the cold. 
—SUZANNE Rossins in Western Graph- 
ic, Denver, Colo. 








U. S. G. A.—Dallas 
OVERTURES 


Selma, Ala. Louisiana Presbytery 
points to Assembly statements disapprov- 
ing the practice of circulating printed 
matter attacking the orthodoxy or Chris- 
tian character of ministers or courts of 
the church. It urges the Assembly “to 
take appropriate action to encourage or 
impel the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa to 
exercise plenary authority to require any 
and all persons subject to its jurisdiction 
to cease and desist publication and dis- 
tribution of material reflecting upon the 
orthodoxy and Christian fidelity of 
courts, ministers, and lay personnel” of 
the church, with particular reference to 
mail distributed by “Presbyterian Lay- 
men, Inc.” from Selma, Ala. 





Marriage and Divorce. Meridian 
Presbytery (Miss.) asks for a committee 
to make a new study of the whole ques- 
tion of marriage and divorce, looking 
toward an amendment of the present 
statements. 


Aging Members. Nashville Presby- 
tery (Tenn.) requests a study designed 
to provide help in meeting the needs of 
aging members not only in the realm of 
housing and medical care, but in other 
areas as well. 

Movies. Strong action against certain 
types of motion pictures with appeals to 
the Motion Picture Producers Associa- 
tion is called for by the Presbytery of 
the Southwest (Texas). 

Two Directories. Hanover Presbytery 
(Va.) asks that the proposed Directory 
of Worship prepared by the ad interim 
committee on revision of the Book of 
Church Order and the Directory of Wor- 
ship prepared by the joint committee rep- 
resenting the U. S. church and the UP- 
USA Assembly be referred to a special 
ad interim committee to study both pro- 
posed directories and report at the next 
Assembly on the best advisable procedure 
—‘the adoption or amendment of one or 
the other of the proposed directories, or 
a combination of the two.” 


Congaree Presbytery (S. C.) asks 
deletion from the new Book of Church 
Order (5-1) of a provision whereby a 
congregation may set a minimum age for 
the voting of communing members in 
congregational meetings at 16. 

Book of Church Order. Abingdon 
Presbytery (Appalachia) requests that 
the Rules of Discipline be presented to 
the presbyteries not for one categorical 
vote, but for paragraph-by-paragraph 
consideration. It also asks for the in- 
clusion of five omitted paragraphs from 
the old book (174-178). 


Christian Year. Brazos Presbytery 
(Texas) asks that the official church cal- 


endar include the traditional days and 
seasons of the Christian year. 


Pay As You Go. The General As- 
sembly is asked by Everglades (Fla.) “to 
live within its income.” 

DCEs. The Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education is urged by Suwan- 
nee (Fla.) to adopt a policy of placement 
for its graduates similar to that prac- 
ticed by the seminaries so as to eliminate 
“sharp bidding” for directors of Chris- 
tian education. 


Older Men. With an increasing num- 
ber of older men entering the ministry, 
Athens Presbytery (Ga.) points out that 
there is no specified requirement for the 
education of these men and asks the As- 
sembly to study the matter. 


Church Union. Central Texas Pres- 
bytery and St. Johns (Fla.) ask the As- 
sembly to consider the recent proposals 
for merger made by Eugene Carson 
Blake (OUTLOOK, Dec. 19) and to accept 
the invitation to take part in the deliber- 
ations. 

Financing. Upper Missouri Presby- 
tery points to an accelerated rate of pop- 
ulation growth and consequent oppor- 
tunities before the churches, as it asks 
for “an ad interim committee of sufficient 
tenure in time to make a complete study 
to find ways and means to establish an 
instrument of our church that can mar- 
shal the savings of our communicants 
for use in providing for mortgage financ- 
ing on a sound basis.” 


Presbyterian Reunion. Southwest 
Oklahoma urges that the Assembly’s 
Inter-Church Relations Committee and 
a UPUSA committee explore “possible 
practical ways and means of hastening 
the orderly reunion of the two branches 
of the Presbyterian Church.” 

Student Work. Asheville Presbytery 
(Appalachia) asks the Assembly “to 
clarify and define the nature and scope 
of student work, with special reference 
to campus ministries and campus reli- 
gious emphases with particular concern 
as to whether it is to be distinctively 
Presbyterian or a united program with 
other communions. 

Ordination Vows. Kanawha Pres- 
bytery (W. Va.) requests a deliverance 
on the importance the Assembly attaches 
to the necessity of using the specific 
questions provided in the constitution 
when officers assume the vows of their 
office, pointing to “the practice in in- 
creasing numbers of churches to elim- 
inate or alter some of the questions.” 


Agency Reserves. South Texas Pres- 
bytery acknowledges the report of a study 
of practices of Assembly agencies in ac- 
cumulating and listing reserves and the 
consideration of a uniform system of 
auditing and accounting. It says that 
while a report was made last year, in- 


sufficient information is to be gained 
from it. It requests the Assembly to 
“make public the [General Council] re. 
port together with recommendations from 
the management service division of 
Ernst & Ernst, along with the reactions 
of boards and executives of General As. 
sembly agencies and indications as to 
their willingness to comply with its rec. 
ommendations. 


Street Addresses. Central Texas 
Presbytery requests that the street ad. 
dresses of Presbyterian churches be 
printed in the Assembly Minutes so as 
to facilitate the transfer of information 
about newly-moved church members. 


Executives and Committee Meet. 
ings. St. Louis Presbytery (Mo.) asks 
the Assembly to rule that “no member 
of one of the boards of the church or 
member of the staff of these boards 
should be present when standing commit- 
tees [of the General Assembly] are con- 
sidering action relative to the work of 
the board and its staff, except when spe- 
cifically invited by the committee for the 
purpose of providing necessary informa- 
tion and counsel” except in the case of 
board or staff members who are commis- 
sioners. 


UPUSA G. A.—Buffalo 


Chicago Presbytery Has 
4-Way Merger Condition 


With 27 presbyteries asking the UP- 
USA General Assembly, meeting in May 
in Buffalo, N. Y., to take official steps 
toward participating in the four-way 
merger proposed recently by the Stated 
Clerk, Eugene Carson Blake, the Pres- 
bytery of Chicago has approved a some- 
what different overture with significant 
qualifications. 

After expressing support of efforts 
“whereby Christ’s church may manifest 
the unity given us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the presbytery declared: 


“Whereas the proposal of Dr. Blake 
is that our church begin by approaching 
the church which is committed to the 
historic episcopate as the necessary basis 
for union, and that our church accept 
“this principle of visible and historical 
continuity” as the practically necessary 
basis of reunion; and 

“Whereas it is important not only that 
our church recognize fully the validity 
of the ministry of all the churches with 
which Dr. Blake proposes union negotia- 
tions but also that all churches involved 
recognize the right of reformation and 
the equal validity of the ministry of the 
Reformed churches; 

“Therefore the Presbytery of Chicago, 
in regular stated meeting at Chicago, Il 
linois, on March 14, 1961, overtures the 
One Hundred and Seventy-Third General 
Assembly 

“1. To ask its Committee on Church 
Union to explore with the churches named 
in the Blake proposal whether each is 
willing to recognize the others as true 
churches of Christ possessing a valid mii 
istry; 
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“2. To instruct its Committee on Church 
Union that if full agreement is reached 
on the validity of each other’s ministry, 
it should undertake serious negotiations 
looking toward reunion with these 
churches, keeping in mind also our hope 
of reunion with our Presbyterian and 
Reformed churches.” 

Los Angeles Presbytery adopted this 
overture : 

“Realizing the complexity and diver- 
gences of specific proposals which would 
fulfill Christ’s program for unity, the 
Presbytery of Los Angeles overtures the 
General Assembly to study and initiate 
conversations on unity with other willing 
communions.” 


CALIFORNIA VOTE 


Twelve hundred readers of the South- 
ern California Presbyterian, participat- 
ing in a straw vote on the plan of a four- 
way merger of churches proposed by 
Eugene Carson Blake, shows a prepon- 
derance in opposition. The monthly pub- 
lication asked readers to express them- 
selves as basically in favor or opposed 
to the step and they replied: 

Yes, 519; No, 706. 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY @ We recently held Mission- 
ary Emphasis Week in the seminary, 
and I got the impression that there is a 
growing interest in overseas missions. 
Ten years ago the students seemed either 
uninterested or unconvinced, but now, 
perhaps sparked by the President’s en- 
couragement of the Peace Corps, they 
appear to be listening intently to what 
missionary secretaries and missionaries 
on furlough have to say. But the custom 
of early marriage and domestic ties make 
it difficult to get the full response that 
is required. 


TUESDAY @ In England there is a 
growing movement of revolt against the 
lecture system in universities. The Ox- 
ford student magazine, Isis, has recently 
taken to printing reviews of lectures as 
if they were plays or books, and there 
have been some candid comments on ill- 
prepared lectures and sloppy delivery. 
Incidentally, it was discovered that some 
lecturers had as few students as three 
in the class! We preachers will have to 
look out that the habit doesn’t spread to 
the churches! Somebody did write to 
Billy Graham the other day to ask what 
she should do about her minister’s bad 
grammar, so perhaps the movement has 
already begun? 


WEDNESDAY ¢ We are all familiar 
with the text, “No man hath seen God at 
any time,” but I heard a preacher re- 
cently who rendered it, “No one hath 
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seen man at any time,” and he made a 
good case for his revision. Strictly speak- 
ing, man is an abstraction; all we know 
is man-in-society, man related to and 
sustained by his place in the community 
of men. And behind this, of course, is 
man-in-God. When Jesus said, “I and 
the Father are one,” we read that the 
Jews took up stones to kill him for blas- 
phemy, but he was speaking the literal 
truth, which the rest of us are doing our 
best to evade or revolt against. 


THURSDAY © The sermon mentioned 
above reminded me of the remark made 
by R. H. Tawney, the famous sociologist. 
“It is a noticeable fact that the people 
who seek God in total isolation from 
their fellowmen are likely to find not God 
but the devil; and his face bears a sur- 
prising resemblance to their own.” 


FRIDAY © The eminent lawyer, Clar- 
ence Darrow, used to say that in select- 
ing a jury it was important to get as 
many Methodists as possible, because 
their religious emotionalism tended to 
love and charity, but he warned against 


AS THE EXECUTIVES SEE IT... 


taking Presbyterians, because they know 
right from what is wrong—especially 
what is wrong! I enjoyed telling this to 
a Presbyterian men’s group tonight, and 
they appreciated it too. I have found 
that Presbyterians enjoy the stories that 
are told about their coldness, and I sus- 
pect they invent some of them themselves. 


SATURDAY e@ I have been preaching 
a course of Lenten sermons on ‘What it 
means to call Jesus the Christ,” and 
there has been no lack of interest—or of 
material. What a varied witness the New 
Testament makes concerning this great 
confession. It was never lightly spoken, 
or bandied about as a “theological” state- 
ment, but rather wrenched out of people, 
and with shattering results! 


SUNDAY e@ My text today was the 
Samaritan woman’s cry, “Come, see a 
man who told me all that I ever did. Is 
not this the Christ ?”” Bultmann’s favorite 
phrase about “deciding for authentic ex- 
istence” receives a concrete setting here 
in this well-known but insufficiently 
probed incident. 


Test of a Big Church 


By JAMES G. 


RESBYTERIANISM has no right 

to become static. Reformed theology 
has always been a basis for action. It 
was the guiding force of Oliver Crom- 
well, the American Revolution and Stone- 
wall Jackson. 

We are living 
again in revolu- 
tionary times. Our 
church cannot sit 
on the sidelines 
and watch. It 
should be in the 
vanguard of the 
forces of righteous- 
i ness. It must be if 
we are to be true to 

: : the Reformed tra- 
J. G. Patton, Jr. dition. 

This should ever be before us if our 
new century is to be a century of progress 
worthy of the Head of the church. This 
will mean: 











(a) A new dedication upon the part of 
our leaders, pastors and officers. There 
must be a renewed sense of urgency, of 
devotion, of self-sacrifice. 


(b) A new loyalty and unity in our 
church. The past decade may well be 
called a decade of division. We have 
become suspicious of one another and 
often have looked for the bad instead of 
the good. This is reflected in the record 
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of our church last year—fewer new 
churches, smaller growth and a slowing 
down of our stewardship advance. 

(c) A new recognition of the oneness 
of our church. We are not a group of 
Presbyterian Churches, but a Presbyterian 
Church. Our work is not to be found in 
multiple good optional causes, but in 
a program which is a unit, each part 
being essential for the good of the whole. 

(d) A new sense of mission. The 
worth of a church cannot be measured in 
terms of membership or buildings or 
prestige. A church is only worthy when 
it is changing individual lives, making 
over communities and actually winning 
a world. 

All of this would mean that our evan- 
gelistic and stewardship achievements 
should be doubled in the next ten years. 
It would mean also that the teachings and 
spirit of Christ would solve the problems 
not simply of our ecclesiastic body, but 
of the society of which we are a part and 
which looks to us for help. 

The first particular challenge will be 
the campaign of 1963 to strengthen the 
Assembly’s work. Much of our equip- 
ment and program is geared to a small 
church of some 400,000 members. Today 
we are almost a million strong. This 
campaign will put us to the test. Are 
we really a big church or just a church 
with a lot of members? 

NExT WEEK—Eugene Carson Blake, 
stated clerk of the United Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly. 
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EDITORIAL 


N.E.B.: New English Bible 

The New English Bible, just published 
as the work of a distinguished group of 
British scholars, is a notable production 
in many ways. Only the New Testament 
has appeared, with work continuing on 
the Old Testament and the Apocrypha. 
What we have is a new translation, not 
to be confused with the revisions of this 
country and abroad made during the past 
eighty years. 

The General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland took much of the leadership 
in getting this work underway in 1946, 
and able scholars from a wide sweep of 
denominations have participated in this 
substantial achievement. They were as- 
sisted by a number of competent indi- 
viduals working in the background. 
Amazingly, the new volume is heralded 
by scholars with widely divergent theo- 
logical points-of-view and a printing or- 
der of more than one million copies was 
needed to satisfy eager purchasers who 
were reported to be lining up in England 
in order to get copies. 

Ancient manuscripts have been used 
and great advances that had been made 
in Biblical translation techniques have 
been freely available. 

Not being restricted to revising the 
previous translation, the British company 
exercised their freedom with effective re- 
sults. 

Through the years we have continued 
to distribute reprints of an article en- 
titled, “The Grave Peril of Provincializ- 
ing Jesus,” in which a rather conserva- 
tive scholar insists that we do a grave 
injury to the cause when we become so 
bound up with an archaic or ancient 
translation that we give our people the 
impression that anything else is a false 
gospel. The British translation commit- 
tee stressed the same point saying, “There 
is danger that archaic language may give 
the impression that the message itself is 
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out-of-date and irrelevant.” 

The new work from across the Atlantic 
now being so widely praised in this coun- 
try, is to be welcomed as a competent 
ally in helping to make the eternal mes- 
sage speak to each one of us in the urgent 
tones of our own time. 


Ultimate Opportunity? 

In this issue (page 5) we have the 
report of the Presbyterian, U. S., per- 
manent Committee on the Minister and 
His Work dealing with a study referred 
to it by the 1960 Assembly. The commit- 
tee has attempted to see what could be 
done to enable the church as a whole to 
stand behind ministers who become in- 
volved in local situations because of their 
loyalty in supporting declarations of the 
Assembly itself. 

The committee reports that it has 
found only two mew cases where minis- 
ters have become involved in serious dif- 
ficulty with their congregations because 
of their support of Assembly principles. 
We should all be glad that there are no 
more. The number of such cases in the 
last half-dozen years has been appre- 
ciably greater, and there are more than 
two ministers now quietly seeking to 
move to other fields because of tensions 
over such issues. It may be that this is 
the best solution of their problems. There 
are cases, however, when for the sake 
of the gospel, and ultimately for the sake 
of the church, it might be best for the 
minister to remain, and for some of the 
members of the church to withdraw. 
Little has happened in recent days to 
encourage a minister to stand his ground 
when such cases arise. 

The committee is correct when it says 
that adequate means are provided with- 
in the present organization of the church, 
and particularly when it places the pri- 
mary responsibility upon the presbytery. 
Sometimes, however, the presbytery does 
not support the minister because the pres- 
bytery does not share the views of the 
minister and because it does not share the 
views of the General Assembly—or be- 
cause it feels that in every case where 
there is a difference between the minister 
and his congregation it is the minister 
who should go. Generally this is the 
case, as most of us would doubtless 
agree. However, this would not always 
offer the best course to follow. Among 
alternatives, the minister could complain 
to the synod, but there has not been much 
encouragement for him to do so. The 
church’s machinery also provides for re- 
view and control of such cases by the 
next higher court. But so far no such 
powers have been used. The machinery 
is available, but when it is most needed 
it does not work. 

The Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work exists to help 
ministers secure churches, and churches 
without pastors to find them. We can 
be grateful that it has done so much to 


help in the normal movement of min. 
isters, and to give all possible help in the 
exceptional cases that have arisen. With- 
out the commissions of presbytery and 
the committees of the synods and the 
Assembly, the situation would be far 
worse than it is. The church could hardly 
operate effectively without them. 

The question still remains: Is there 
nothing more that can be done for the 
minister who is in serious trouble, only 
because he has stood for principles which 
the General Assembly itself has en- 
dorsed? No one yet seems wise enough 
to provide the answer. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Foreign Students Don’t Laugh 


University of Texas students for weeks 
have been picketing Austin movie the- 
aters in an integration effort. 

Now Daily Texan columnist Chandler 
Davidson tells Negro students how they 
might enter some theaters. Says the 
writer: “If Negroes can give reasonable 
evidence that they are foreigners—i.e,, 
that they are not American Negroes— 
there is a possibility they will be ad- 
mitted.” 

One trio of Negroes told the ticket 
seller they were foreign students, and 
she sold them tickets. The ticket taker 
stopped them, however, saying “We're 
sorry, but if we let dark-skinned for- 
eigners in, we might make a mistake and 
let a Negro in also.” 

They went to another theater, where 
they as foreign students listened to the 
manager explain, says Davidson, “the 
strange phenomenon called segregation 
which exists in our democracy.” 

At a third theater, where they spoke 
a few words of a made-up language, they 
were admitted as students from Egypt 
and Hong Kong. 

Two Negro coeds were admitted to a 
movie with tickets purchased for them 
by an Arab student while they stood by 
his side. 

“Such is the tragicomic life which the 
Negro student leads,” writes Davidson. 
Without a sense of humor it would be 
hard to bear. Fortunately, most Negro 
friends of mine are blessed with the 
ability to laugh—albeit wryly—at the 
stupidities of the more bigoted of their 
white brothers. 

“The foreign students, on the other 
hand, find it harder to laugh. They 
haven’t grown up as second class citizens. 
I wonder what they will have to say 
about the American Way of Life when 
they return home.”—Associated Colle- 
giate Press. 





* * * 

Ignorance never hurt anyone as much 
as error; what we don’t know rarely 
tumbles us into catastrophe, but what we 
know inaccurately often does.—SyDNEY 
J. Harris 
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EVEN A POSTSCRIPT 


A Conversation with Methuselah 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Death is at work in us, but life in 
you. . . So we do not lose heart.” —2 
Corinthians 4:12, 16. 


HERE WAS A STREAK of mel- 

ancholy in the old man, all his fam- 
ily thought. It came upon him (as some 
readers may remember) at his 500th 
birthday, and it was hard to dispel. 
When his wife Sarah died he stayed in 
the shadows again for some time. It 
took the combined efforts of the rest of 
the family to get him back afloat again. 
Japheth’s wife (she that had been a 
school teacher) spoke a word in season 
one day, after which the old man’s spirits 
seemed to rise once more. He had just 
made the remark: 

“My life’s letter is written and I’ve 
put my name to it, good or bad. The rest 
now is nothing but postscript.” 

The old man was bragging a little, for, 
as a matter of fact, he could neither read 
nor write. But he knew what a post- 
xTipt was; it had been pointed out to 
him. Down in the corner of the brick, 
inscribed with a small stylus in any un- 
used spot, in tiny characters, was the 
postscript. In letter-writing it was like 
what a man says when he is holding the 
handle of the door, and has aready said 
goodbye. It is the Oh—by the way!.. . 
The letter or the conversation seems 
quite complete without it. You might 
say the letter’s meaning is clear without 
the postscript, but the postscript does 
not mean very much unless you have 
read the letter. 


O JAPHETH’S WIFE knew that he 

knew what he meant. But she was 
ready for him. “That may be, Great- 
grandfather-in-law,” she said, “that may 
be.” (From her school-teaching days she 
had preserved a passion for accuracy 
which was sometimes a little annoying.) 
“But even a postscript can be well writ- 
ten.” Well, Methuselah thought to him- 
self, and why not? It’s written by the 
same person, or dictated to the same 
scribe. It isn’t everybody that can write 
a good letter. And if the letter is well 
written, if it has a touch of the poetic, 
if it sounds strong and true, why can’t 
the postscript have a trace of strength 
and beauty in it? 

Take those great carvings at the pal- 
ace, he went on thinking—they come 
from all over Antediluvia just to see those 
sculptures. When we were running Ti- 
gris Terrace we used to manage sight- 
seeing trips down here to the big city 
(Culture Caravans we called ’em) and 
those carvings were the big items. But 
the little gem-cuttings at the jeweler’s, 
they can be beautiful too. In fact, Sarah 
never would look at the big statues, but 
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she was crazy about the little carved ear- 
rings. .. 

Japheth’s wife interrupted his thoughts. 
“That’s not all,” she said. “A postscript 
can be interesting, too.” 

The old man was inclined to argue 
about this. ‘More likely,” he said, “a 
postscripts is like a talkative person who 
never knows when to shut up. It’s all 
that gab after the caller has put on his 
sandals and swings the door open... 
and stands and stands and talks and 
talks. Postscripts can be so dull you 
forget anything interesting in the letter.” 

“Sometimes,” said his great-grand- 
daughter-in-law. “All I am saying is 
that even a postscript can be interesting.” 

“Not a postscript to life,” said the 
old man. ‘What interesting things do 
you think can happen to me? None of 
my rich uncles are going to leave me any 
money—I haven’t any rich uncles and 
they’re all dead long since anyhow. I’m 
not about to break a leg, because I never 
climb trees any more. I'll not be falling 
in love or getting in trouble with the 
police, and I don’t go swimming now that 
the crocodiles have moved in on Tigris 
Terrace. What CAN happen to me?” 

“Oh, Great-grandfather-in-law!” said 
Japheth’s wife. “Maybe nothing will 
happen to you, but what about the people 
you know?” 


ETHUSELAH DIGESTED the 

thought. Yes, it was true... for 
several hundred years now nothing spe- 
cial had happened to him, but take his 
family, and the city, and Antediluvia at 
large—never a dull moment. Nothing 
good, to be sure, but undeniably inter- 
esting. Only it had generally been Sarah 
who kept up with things and kept him 
ae 


Japheth’s wife broke into his thoughts 
again. “I know, you always did live in 
a kind of world by yourself, in a brick 
tower so to speak. But Great-grand- 
mother-in-law kept looking out the win- 
dow and she told you what the neighbors 
were up to. Now you’ve got to look out 
that window for yourself. Postscripts 
often begin, Have you heard the latest?” 

“But the world is tragic,” said the old 
man. 

“True, true. But which is more fas- 
cinating to watch, tragedy or comedy?” 

“Well, I see,” murmured Methuselah. 
“And now that I come to think of it, 
maybe the tragic side of life is the his- 
tory-making side.” 

“Just so,” said Japheth’s wife. “Sa 
dust off your lattice and keep looking. 
You may not have much time left. But 
you needn’t die bored. What’s further- 
more, even a postscript can be important, 
not just interesting or neatly expressed.” 

“You mean the most important end 
of life is the tag-end ?” said her ancestor- 
in-law. 

“T didn’t say that. I didn’t say the 
P.S. is the most important part of the 
letter. I didn’t say the most important 
part of your life is still ahead of you. 
All I’m saying is that even if you’re 
right and the rest is postscript, even a 
postscript can be well written, it can be 
interesting and it can be important.” 

“Still I don’t see,” the old man said, 
“why my aches and pains are ever going 
to be important.” 

“My goodness,” said Japheth’s wife. 
“Who said they are? It’s the aches and 
pains of the world that are important. 
And they’d be important to you if you 
could—” She broke off. But the old 
man knew what she was thinking—“if 
you could make them your own.” 

* * * 


TODAY a conformity is more than any- 
thing else the retreat from controversy. 
—BEN SHALM. 








If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
Virginia Trust Company, with 
more than six decades of successful 
trust management, has helped 
thousands of families secure maxi- 
mum estate benefits. 


Let us help you arrange 
for “first things first.” 
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“Operation Abolition’ 


Making a Record 


The St. Petersburg, Fla., Ministers 
Association has advised all churches and 
public schools not to show the movie, 
“Operation Abolition,” charging that the 
film cultivates “fear and mistrust and 
insinuates that our schools and colleges 
are honeycombed with Communism.” 
The picture depicts a student demonstra- 
tion at San Francisco last year during 
hearings of the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee. 

Similar action was taken by the execu- 


tive committee of the United Churches of 
St. Petersburg. 


* * * 

Other developments in regard to the 
film : 

The Catholic Bulletin, official organ of 
the St. Paul, Minn., archdiocese, calls 
the film “patently unjust in its frequent- 
ly repeated charge that opponents of the 
(House Committee) are Communist 
dupes. . .. The film and its backers com- 
pletely ignore that large group of Amer- 
icans who believe quite firmly that the 
(House Committee) performs a dis-serv- 
ice to the cause of American freedom far 
greater than its accomplishments. . . .” 





Summer Schools Begin 


Maxton 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 


Educational excellence for our greatest possession, our youth. 


June 12, 1961 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


North Carolina 











Presbyterian . 


Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, 
log and illustrated booklet. 


KING COLLEGE 


Coeducational e@ 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 

FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


Founded 1867 


and tuition. $1,047. Cata- 














QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees . 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 


- + full acereditation 
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Teaching that excites the soul re- 
quires variety. The numerous sugges- 
tions for presenting the lessons in our 
Presbyterian literature—role playing, 
audio-visual resources, group discus- 
sions, and many others—make learn- 
ing fresh and thrilling. 
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The Wanderer, ultra-conservative un- 
official Roman Catholic weekly of St. 
Paul, Minn., has attacked The Catholic 
Bulletin for criticizing “Operation Abo- 
lition,” saying that by its words The 
Bulletin, has “given aid and comfort to 
the enemy.” 

One, a cooperative magazine for the 
youth of several Lutheran denominations, 
says the original TV films were cut to 
suit the committee’s purposes, the se- 
quence of events was changed, and a 
falsifying commentary was added which 
says more than the pictures prove.” 

. @ 

The First American Baptist Church of 
San Francisco has withdrawn financial 
support from the National Council of 
Churches because of its criticism of “Op- 
eration Abolition” (OuTLOOK, March 13, 
p. 4). 

oe « 


The Pacific Northwest Methodist 
Conference’s Board of Christian Social 
Concerns has criticized “Operation Abo- 
lition’” and a similar film, “Communism 
on the Map,” saying of them, “There was 
no specific naming of the basic prin- 
ciples of Communism to which we are 
opposed. Neither was there any presen- 
tation of the positive foundations and 
principles of our Christian way of life. 
All were vague generalities, insinuations 
and unsupported assumptions.” 

ss 2 

The session of the First church, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., requested the pastor, 
James L. Fowle, to write President Ken- 
nedy, unanimously supporting the “Op- 
eration Abolition” film which has been 
shown in that church and in all the city’s 
high schools, and protesting the word of 
caution expressed by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches in regard to it. 

eS 2 


A basic evaluation of “Operation Abo- 
lition,” called “A Movie with a Message,” 
is available as a reprint from The Re- 
porter (660 Madison Ave., NYC 21). 
The narration and the editing, it says, 
“deliberately distort a number of facts. 

. Separate sequences have been run 
together . . . to give the impression of 
mob action, and the film shows students 
displaying defiance after police warnings, 
although actually the demonstrations oc- 
curred at a completely different time.” 


Peace (College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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EASTER OFFERING 


APRIL 2, 1961 
THE ‘ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING” 


OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 





~.. ~Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- Church Aid 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS « BOX 330, NASHVILLE, TENN. 
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Recently Noted... 


More Barriers Crumbling 


Duke University which has previously 
admitted no Negroes, will open its grad- 
uate and professional schools to them, 
effective in September. 

* * * 

The Milwaukee Braves have operated 
their exhibition games in Bradenton, Fla., 
this year with no segregation. Manager 
John McHale said, “We have insisted to 
the city officials of Bradenton, and they 
have acquiesced, that under our interpre- 
tation of the local ordinances, we are free 
to run the ball park as we see fit.” 

AS ae 

Atlanta, Ga., stores have agreed to end 
discrimination at the time of desegrega- 
tion of local schools, expected next fall, 
with Negro leaders agreeing to end sit- 
ins and boycotts. 

* * . 

The Alabama Court of Appeals has 
set aside the conviction of a white college 
professor, a white minister and seven 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OF THE AIR 
(Radio) 
Commentator 
Jan.-Mar. 1961 
DR. MERLE C. PATTERSON 
Atlanta, Georgia 


For full information and 
radio station list, write 
TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 





Negroes arrested last year while dining 
together in a Montgomery cafe. 
* * * 

The dining room, swimming pool and 
all other facilities at the University of 
Georgia have been opened to the two 
Negro students attending there. The 
ruling by U. S. District Judge W. A. 
Bootle cleared the way for full use of 
educational “facilities and opportunities” 
by Charlayne A. Hunter and Hamilton 
E. Holmes and all others of their race 
who may attend the state-supported uni- 
versity. 

* * * 

Charlayne Hunter (see above) received 
a citation by the Catholic Interracial 
Council of New York praising “her ex- 
ceptional and highly exemplary demon- 
stration of quiet poise and Christian 
strength in the accomplishment of a great 
thrust forward in the struggle for equal 
opportunity in education.” 

During the days leading to the solu- 
tion of the problem at the University of 
Georgia an illuminated sign in front of 
the (RC) Newman Club alongside the 





SUMMER SCHOOL 





Combine study and travel in Alaska! 
PRESBYTERIAN 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


Whitworth and Sheldon Jackson 
June 12—July 14, 1961 


Undergraduate and Graduate Progams. 
Specializing in Education. 


Two week workshops included in 
summer school program. 
For information: R. R. Armstrong 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College 
Box 479—Sitka, Alaska 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1961 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 


for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








campus focused attention with telling ef- 
fect on these words, ““‘When you did it to 
one of these, the least of my brethren, 
you did it to me.” 

* * * 


Athens Presbytery (Ga.) adopted a 
resolution commending Hardin W. (Cor- 
ky) King, minister to Presbyterian stu- 
dents at the University of Georgia, for 
“his efforts to lead the students under 
his ministry in ways of effective Chris- 
tian thought and action during the de- 
segregation of the University,” as it 
pledged its continuing support to him 
and students in the Westminster Fellow- 
ship. The presbytery also commended 
the University faculty for its active part 
in meeting the issue. A mimeographed 
report has been provided by Mr. King, 
showing detailed activities of students 
in “the Presbyterian University Center 
(who) concretely took a stand and gave 
leadership at a time when it was not easy 
to be counted.” 

* ¢ s 


Interviews conducted by the student 
weekly, The Davidsonian, indicate that 
business establishments in the town of 
Davidson, N. C., won’t serve any Con- 
golese students who may be admitted to 
the college as a result of a recent action 
by the trustees (OuTLOoK, Feb. 27). As 
a result of the interviews the reporter 
said, “For the most part, the Congolese 
students will be treated exactly the same 
as the Negro citizens of the town.” 

a. 

Leggett’s Department Store, Lynch- 
burg, Va., broke the solid front there 
by employing two Negro clerks and said 
two more are to be employed later in a 
suburban store. Leggetts has about 80 
stores in five states. 

“zs 


Glen Echo Amusement Park in Mary- 
land will drop its ban on Negro admis- 
sions when it reopens March 31. Last 
summer many Negro and white demon- 
strators picketing the park were arrested 
and convicted of trespass. 
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The New English Bible 
New Testament 


bound in blue cloth 
over boards, gold 











512 E. Main St. 


IT’S HERE! The new translation for which 
the English-speaking world has been waiting 


PROMPT SERVICE ORDER FORM:-~~~--~----------"777777="-""" 


OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 
Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send ___~_ ~~ copy (ies) of THE NEW ENGLISH 
BIBLE New Testament @ $4.95 each. 








stamping. 
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RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 





FOR SALE 





MONTREAT LOT, Graybeard Trail. Excel- 

lent building site, comparatively level. 
$1,500. For details write Daniel D. Dicken- 
son, Jr., Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 





MONTREAT 





FOR RENT for summer months, Montreat 

cottage, 4 bedrooms. 2 baths. central lo- 
cation. Write T. E. Hill, 1681 Princeton 
Ave., St. Paul 5, Minn. 





EXCHANGE 





MANSE ACCOMMODATIONS in Richmond, 

1 mile from U.T.S. June 12 to July 6 
In exchange for pulpit supply 3 Sundays: 
June 18, 25, July 2. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
1 service. Box F-27, Outlook. 
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The Source of True Wisdom 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 9, 1961 
Proverbs 1:2-7; Job 28:20-28 


Our lessons for the next three months 
will be concerned with “Biblical Wisdom 
and Ethical Problems.” The lesson ma- 
terial will be drawn chiefly from the 
“Wisdom” literature of the Old Testa- 
ment—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job— 
amd the book nearest akin to them in the 
New Testament—the general epistle of 
James. 

This “wisdom” of the Hebrews, gen- 
erally speaking, included the whole do- 
main of thought. It was the consistent 
effort of the human mind to know, to 
understand, and to explain that which 
exists. To use the modern phrase, it was 
the search for truth. 

But though wisdom included all of 
knowledge it was especially concerned 
with the practical problems of life and 
especially of conduct. So the three wis- 
dom books of the Old Testament all deal 
with the questions of human life from 
the standpoint of wisdom, showing that 
man should obey the law of God not 
merely as a matter of duty but from a 
regard to his own highest interests. The 
three books form a complete cycle in their 
treatment of this common theme. Prov- 
erbs exhibits the harmony that exists 
between a man’s duty and his true inter- 
est as a general fact in the common 
experience of men. This is the ordinary 
rule in the actual working of human 
affairs. But like all general rules it has 
its apparent exceptions. There is the 
case of piety without outward prosperity, 
and there is the case of outward pros- 
perity without piety. The remaining 
books of the series deal with these two 
seeming exceptions. Job gives us the 
the case of a man of eminent piety who 
became the victim of unparalleled mis- 
fortunes and is a discussion of that 
never-ending problem—the suffering of 
the righteous. Ecclesiastes is occupied 
with the opposite case of a king without 
equal in wisdom and prosperity who 
gave himself the set purpose to extract 
pleasure from purely worldly sources, 
and who, after the baffling experiments 
of a lifetime, reached the conclusion that 
to fear God and keep his commandments 
is the whole duty of man and the only 
source of true and abiding happiness. 


The Book of Proverbs 


The Book of Proverbs is the earliest 
of the three and may be considered the 
Toot of which the other two are the 
branches. It is a manual of practical 
ethics, a handbook of common morality, 
wisdom applied to the ordinary practical 
affairs of daily life. “While other Scrip- 
tures show us our high calling,” says 
Dr. Bridges, “this book instructs us mi- 
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nutely how to walk in it.” 

This instruction in wisdom is given 
us by means of proverbs—short, pithy 
maxims which carry their message and 
stick like barbs in the memory. The 
opening verse of the first chapter states 
that this book contains the proverbs of 
Solomon, the son of David, King of Is- 
rael. The book itself reveals, however, 
that these proverbs have come from many 
sources. Solomon may have drawn up 
the earliest collection, even as Noah 
Webster began the dictionary which con- 
tinues to bear his name. But in its pres- 
ent form the book contains the distilla- 
tion of Israel’s wisdom through many 
generations. As Professor Cross has 
said, “The Book of Proverbs is a sum- 
mary of the best contributions of Hebrew 
wise men from the earliest times to the 
days of the restoration following the 
return from exile in the fifth century. It 
is the last edition of a work which grew 
with the passing years.” 

One thing which strikes us about the 
book is its range. Its precepts sweep the 
whole expanse of life and action, and 
there is scarcely a subject left untouched. 
This range of the Proverbs is so great, 
they enter so minutely into the common 
affairs of life, they deal so extensively 
with the secular, prudential phase of 
life, that some have considered them 
merely a book of worldly wisdom with no 
real place in the canon. But surely this 
is an inadequate conception of religion. 
It is our right relationship to men that 
proves our right relationship with God. 
The Proverbs indicate that religion can- 
not be confined to the sanctuary but that 
it is concerned with all the business of 
life; that the religion which is found 
in church on Sunday must be found at 
the washtub on Monday. Thomas Guth- 
rie said, “If the Book of Proverbs were 
made the universal reading book in 
schools it would be at once the greatest 
help to the maintenance of pure English 
and the surest source of pure public 
morality.” And Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
affirmed that it was “the best stateman’s 
manual that was ever written. An ad- 
herence to the political economy and 
spirit of that collection of apothegms 
and essays,” he said, “would do more 
to eradicate from a people the causes of 
extravagance, debasement and ruin than 
all the contributions to political economy 
of say Smith, Malthus, and Chalmers 
together.” 


The Nature of Wisdom, 1:1-7 


The opening paragraph, Proverbs 1 :1- 
7, explains the object of the book as a 
whole; it sets forth what might be termed 


an ancient program of religious educa- 
tion, or what we might call the nature 
of true wisdom. 


The book has three ends in view. 
First, to know wisdom and instruction. 
Wisdom is more than knowledge; it in- 
cludes knowledge, but also the expression 
of that knowledge is conduct, ethical 
and religious. As Wardlaw says, the 
general idea of wisdom is that it con- 
sists in the choice of the best ends and 
of the best means for their attainment. 

“We stand in different relations; we 
occupy different conditions; we are sub- 
jected to different trials; we are exposed 
to different temptations; our lot is char- 
acterized by different changes, difficul- 
ties, and perplexing incidents; one day, 
one hour, may shift our position and re 
quire an entire alteration of our course. 
To accommodate our conduct to these 
variations, to suit to all of them the ap 
plication of the great general principles 
and precepts of the divine law, and to 
guide our affairs with discretion in them 
all—requires wisdom.” 

A good example of the difference be- 
tween knowledge and wisdom is fur- 
nished in the history of Hitler’s Ger- 
many. Her universities were regarded as 
the best in the world; in philosophy, 
science, and in research she was unsur- 
passed. But her rulers lacked wisdom, 
and so brought ruin, devastation, and 
shame to her own people and to much 
of the world besides. Coupled with wis- 
dom is “instruction.” A better transla- 
tion would be “discipline.” “While it 
refers largely to the process by which 
advisers and teachers correct the seeker 
after wisdom, it involves also self-dis- 
cipline.” The two words are properly 
coupled, for without discipline, imposed 
at first from without, and then accepted 
voluntarily as self-discipline, there will 
certainly be no true wisdom. 

The second end which the Proverbs 
seek to realize is “to understand words 
of insight.” According to Dr. Cross, “The 
Hebrew root indicates an active effort to 
see through things, to get at the root of 
matters. One might well paraphrase the 
clause, therefore, “to understand the 
vocabulary of life’s fundamentals.” 
(Abingdon Bible Commentary.) Dr. 
Ralph Wardlaw in his Lectures on Prov- 
erbs suggests that the phrase may be in- 
terpreted as meaning the power of justly 
distinguishing between good and evil 
counsel—between that which is right in 
its principles and salutary in its opera- 
tions and that which is unsound and per- 
nicious. 

According to Rolland W. Schloerb: 

“The person who has learned how to 
understand words of insight is one who 
has learned the art of discrimination. He 
is a discriminating mind that knows how 
to separate and divide the wheat from 
the chaff, the good from the bad, the 
essential from the non-essentials.” 

The third end which the Proverbs seek 
to accomplish is “to receive instruction 
in wise dealing, righteousness, justice 
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and equity.” Wardlaw points out that a 
disposition to receive instruction is the 
first and most important lesson for all, 
and especially for youth. A man of any 
age who has a closed mind, who thinks 
he knows it all, who is not willing to 
learn, will not come to possess the highest 
wisdom. To receive instruction in “wise 
conduct” would be better than “wise 
dealing.”” Wise conduct is defined in the 
three terms which follow. According to 
Prof. Lange, the first word connotes what 
is fitting according to the will and or- 
dinances of God, the supreme judge (cf. 
Dt. 33:19); the second word, justice, 
denotes what is the custom and usage 
among men (cf. Is. 42:1); the third 
word, equity, or honesty (as in the 
American Translation), connotes what 
is right and reasonable and in accord- 
ance with a walking in the way of truth, 
and so denotes a straightforward, honor- 
able, and upright demeanor. 

In verses 4-5 the writer tell us that 
the Proverbs offer wisdom to both young 
and old. In vs. 4 he is speaking of the 
immature. The Proverbs will give pru- 
dence (rather than “subtilty” as in the 
KJV) to the simple, i.e., to the untutored, 
those whose minds may be formed either 
for good or for evil; to the young man 
they will give knowledge and discretion. 
In Richmond, sometime ago, a young 
boy, fourteen years old, drove his father’s 
truck through a winding residential sec- 
tion at the rate of seventy miles an hour. 
The truck was wrecked and two of the 
boy’s companions were killed. Knowl- 
edge without discretion is dangerous. The 
Proverbs seek to impart that discretion 
without which knowledge may lead one 
to disaster. 

But the Proverbs also have value for 
the mature and the intelligent—‘that the 
wise man also may hear and increase in 
learning.” The man who does not in- 
crease in learning is not truly wise. As 
someone has said, True wisdom is never 
stationary, but always progressive; be- 
cause it secures the ground behind it as 
a basis for further advances. “He who 
is not adding is wasting,” said Rabbi 
Hillel, before the time of Christ; ‘he 
who is not increasing knowledge is los- 
ing from it.” To stop learning, said 
Joseph Parker, is really to prove that we 
have never begun it. “That the wise man 
may hear—and increase in learning.” 
Listening is a sign of wisdom, and an 
essential step if we are to increase in 
learning. Perhaps that is one reason 
why so many who are mature do not 
really increase in wisdom. They listen 
only to those whose opinions agree with 
theirs; even in Scripture they will listen 
only to that which fits in with their 
preconceived notions. 

“And [that] the man of understanding 
[may] acquire skill.” Learning is not 
an end in itself. It must be put to work 
in the practical business of life. Skill 
here is understanding translated into 
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action. There are men of great under- 
standing who lack skill in business, in 
politics, and in ordinary human rela- 
tions. The truly wise man is the one who 
acquires skill (and it must be acquired) 
in the utilization of his knowledge. 

But what about this fourth end that 
the Proverbs contemplate: “To under- 
stand a proverb and a figure (a figura- 
tive saying, or perhaps a parable, as 
translated in the American Translation), 
the words of the wise and their riddles.” 
Commentators here do not give us much 
help. Proverbs, figures, the words of the 
wise and their riddles transmit the dis- 
tilled wisdom of the past in the form of 
maxims, laws, poetry, or some other strik- 
ing and enduring forms. Representing 
the distilled wisdom of the past they can 
serve well many generations to come. But 
they also mislead. No proverbs, or slo- 
gan, or “truth” transmitted from the past 
gives us the complete answer to the 
problems of today, and if they become a 
substitute for thought they can become 
exceedingly dangerous. The truly wise 
man not only knows the wisdom of the 
past, but also understands how it may 
be applied to the concrete problems of 
the present. Perhaps it is something like 
this that the editor of the Proverbs had 
in mind and that he would have us bear 
in mind as we take up our study. 

These then are the ends which the 
Proverbs seek to accomplish. And they 
are the goals which every truly wise man 
will seek to attain for himself and for 
those who are dependent upon him. 
Without such wisdom, scientific knowl- 
edge, business ability, professional skill, 
the highest amount of culture may prove 
both disillusioning and dangerous. The 
world today is full of suffering and sor- 
row not for lack of knowledge, but for 
lack of wisdom, and especially that wis- 
dom which only the Bible can impart. 

The wise man gathers wisdom from 
men who are wiser than he, the writer 
suggests, and of course from other 
sources, but all true wisdom must be 
based on the fear of God. Fear, we note 
here, may be destructive or constructive. 
Many of our fears are irrational, others 
are necessary that we avoid dangers to 


both body and soul. As Professor 
Schloerb writes in the IJnterpreter’s 
Bible: 


“Wise living does not remove fears 
entirely. It consists of fearing the right 
things. People today may not fear the 
same things that troubled their fore- 
fathers [demon-possession, witchcraft, lit- 
eral flames of hell after death, for exam- 
ple]. But modern men have other fears. 
They are afraid of bacteria that may in- 
vade their bodies to produce illness. They 
are afraid of losing their jobs, of being 
dependent in their old age, of giving 
offense to their neighbors, of losing caste. 
Modern men are afraid of war, afraid of 
failure, afraid of death. . . . Perhaps if 
we feared God more we would fear every- 
thing else less. We can rightly fear the 
consequences of violating the physical 
and moral laws through which the crea- 


tive power of God works. There is some. 
thing to fear in our flaunting of the basic 
structure of the universe. The foundation 
of wisdom lies in knowing what we ought 
to fear.” 

The fear of the Lord, to which the 
Bible so often refers, is more properly 
reverence. It includes “an awed regard 
for the presence and power of God and 
a sober recognition of the consequences 
of trying to violate the laws which he has 
ordained.” More simply, it means taking 
God into account. The fear of God is 
the beginning of wisdom. In other words, 
it is the source and origin of the true 
theory of life, of the right attitude to- 
ward God and man that expresses itself 
in the minutest details of our daily con- 
duct, and that bears its fruit in this 
world and in the world which is to come, 
Wisdom, founded on any other basis, is 
unsound. Men can be worldly wise with- 
out the fear of God in their hearts, 
but not truly wise. If we believe this, 
and all Christians must believe it, then 
we must be concerned that our children 
receive so much secular knowledge in 
our schools, but so little religious knowl- 
edge. The goal that we shall seek to 
attain for them, and for ourselves, is the 
goal held before us in these suggestive 
verses from the book of Proverbs. 


The Source of Wisdom, 
Job 28:20-28 


The wisdom, which the writer of Job 
has in mind, is more exactly an under- 
standing of the final mystery of life, 
its ultimate meaning and purpose. Such 
wisdom, the author tells us, is not to be 
found in the advance of technology, 
however important that knowledge may 
be; and it is important (28:1-12). It 
cannot be bought at any price (28:15- 
19). It will not be discovered by explor- 
ing the secrets of nature—land or sea or 
air—including, we might add, outer 
space (vss. 13-14, 21). It is not to be 
learned from any of those who live, or 
from those who have preceded us into 
the grave (“‘Abaddon” in the rsv, “de- 
struction” in the KJv is Sheol, the abode 
of the dead, here personified, as is also 
death), though the latter may have heard 
at least a rumor of it. Such wisdom is 
found only in God, who is the Creator 
of the universe, and who is both om- 
niscient and omnipotent. 

Man cannot attain unto the absolute 
wisdom of God, but there is a wisdom 
within his reach, and that wisdom, as 
Proverbs points out, is found in the fear 
of God and the subsequent rejection of 
evil. Once again there is no disparage- 
ment of knowledge, or even of worldly 
wisdom, unless it becomes all-sufficient 
in itself. Both Biblical writers have in 
mind a wisdom which enables all men 
to make use of such knowledge and such 
other wisdom as they may possess. It is 
a wisdom that is within the reach of the 
simple minded and the savant; the wis- 
dom which none can reach apart from 
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BOOK NOTES 


FOUR CENTURIES OF THE ENGLISH 
BIBLE. By John Reumann. Muhlenberg 
Press, Philadelphia. 63 pp. $1. 

During this year, which marks the 
350th anniversary of the publication of 
the King James translation of the Bible, 
it is natural and fitting that books should 
be published telling the story of how the 
Bible has come to us in English. This 
volume by Dr. John Reumann—one of 
the series of Fortress Books which deal 
with the central themes of Christian faith 
and life—does just this, and does it suc- 
cinctly and interestingly. 

Beginning with the earliest missionary- 
motivated vernacular versions of the 
Bible, and particularly the Latin Vulgate 
of Jerome, Dr. Reumann goes on to deal 
with the successive English renderings of 
Holy Scripture. While not neglecting 
Wycliffe and his 14th century translation 
from the Vulgate, the author rightly con- 
centrates on the century between 1526 
and 1611. This period of almost one 
hundred years produced not only Tyn- 
dale’s famous and influential translation, 
but also the Puritan Genevan version of 
1560, the Anglican Bishops Bible of 
1568, and the Roman Catholic Rheims- 
Douai version of 1582-1610; and it 
culminated in the King James Version of 
1611. The book goes on to tell the story 
of the Revised Version of 1881-1885, 
and the corresponding American Stand- 
ard Version of 1901. It then lists the 
various private translations which have 
been issued in the course of the present 
century—such as those of James Moffatt 
and J. B. Phillips; and it concludes by 
giving an account of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of 1946-52, and the New 
English Bible of 1961. 

On page 25 Archbishop Ussher is 
wrongly stated to have lived in the 18th 
century, instead of the 17th. Correction 
should be made ‘in future editions of this 
compact and valuable summary of an 
interesting and meaningful story. 

NorMAN V. Hope. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


THE HEALING MINISTRY IN THE 
CHURCH. By Bernard Martin. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, 125 pp., $3. 

This is certainly one of the better vol- 
umes on the Christian understanding of 
the ministry of healing. The author is 
pastor of a Reformed church in Geneva, 
and he brings careful study of the bib- 
lical and theological nature of healing to 
bear on the problems of healing in the 
church. 

It is the strength of this volume that it 
is clearly set in the context of biblical 
study. What is suggested is no mere fad 
or bag of tricks. This is a sober volume, 








God; the wisdom which has its begin- 
ning and its end in the fear of God. 
Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


MARCH 27, 1961 


a sort of preface to a recovery of valid 
insights. 

All who are concerned with the full 
ministry of the church and with the un- 
derstanding of sin and sickness will find 
much here that is helpful. The profound 
clue offered ‘is in the sense of the soli- 
darity of mankind. Men are inter-re- 
lated. This clue illumines the under- 
standing of sickness. It also leads to a 
sane stress upon the healing task which 
is of and by the church, not by “gifted” 
individuals. One only wishes that such 
rich suggestions were more carefully em- 
bodied in all his conclusions. 

Joun E. BurkKHarrT. 
McCormick Theological Seminary. 


THE LADDER OF LEARNING — New 
Ways of Teaching in the Church School. By 
Victor Hoag. Seabury Press, Greenwich, 
Conn. 152 pp., $3.75. 

Anyone who has read Dr. Hoag’s /t’s 
Fun to Teach will recognize his same 
informal and readable style in “The 
Ladder of Learning.” The author pre- 
sents a collection of helps in a conversa- 
tional manner. These are helps to pro- 
vide encouragement and_ inspirational 
instructions to guide teachers in their de- 
termination to become better church 
school teachers. 

Dr. Hoag reminds us that many de- 
voted teachers plod along year after year 
in set ways, without knowing how much 
more effective their teaching could be if 
they were to try new methods and new 
devices centered in a new concept in 
lesson planning. 

Personalization of materials is the un- 
derlying theme of the book, and this com- 
bines with the reverberating idea of the 
church school class being an intimate fel- 
lowship of understanding, sharing and 
interdependent persons. It is the church 
in miniature. 

The book dictates to us the concerns 
of one who is well experienced in writ- 
ing. His works have appeared in a wide- 
spread series of periodicals. 

Victor Hoag has been an important 
contributor to The Living Church for the 
past 16 years. His Talks with Teachers 
have been a contribution in this field. 
The Ladder of Learning was constructed 
from this series. 

BEssIE M. Burrows. 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Four Gospels as One. David H. 
Yarn, Jr. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.95. 

Calvin: Institutes of the Christian Reli- 
gion. Vols. XX and XXI. John T. McNeill. 
ed. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 
$12.50, 2 vols. 

Toward a Mature Faith. Edwin R. Good- 
enough. Yale University Press, New Ha- 
ven, Conn. $1.25, paper. 

Communion Messages. Frank S. Mead, 
editor. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J. $2.50. 

Finding God’s Healing Power. Gertrude 
D. McKelvey. J. B. Lippincott Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. $3.50. 
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Ten or more copies to one address, 7¢ 
per copy, postpaid. Consignment orders 
may be arranged. Individual yearly sub- 
scriptions by mail, $1; three years for 


io 


The world’s most widely used 
daily devotional guide 





37 Editions— 31 Languages 


1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 5, Tenn. 





15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 


Archie C. Ray, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
will become pastor of the newly organ- 
ized Grace church, Lafayette, La., April 
1. 

Patrick H. Carmichael, Richmond, Va., 
is serving as interim minister of the 
Simonsdale church, Portsmouth, Va., liv- 
ing at 22 City Park Ave. 

Ben A. Rice from Rose Hill, Va., to 
CHC, USNR, Chaplain’s School, Bldg. 117, 
U. S. Naval Base, Newport, R. I. 

Legh R. Scott from Rome, Ga., to c/o 
Albert Hotel, Selma, Ala., where he is 
temporary supply of the First church. 

Cheves K. Ligon, former Southern 
Pines, N. C., pastor, is now executive 
secretary of Fayetteville (N. C.) Presby- 
tery. 

James E. Moore, formerly of the West- 
minster Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
Los Angeles, Calif., has become pastor of 
the Macon, Miss., and Center Point 
churches. (Story on page 4.) 


United Presbyterian, USA 


Harrison Ray Anderson, minister of the 
Fourth church, Chicago, since 1928, has 
announced his retirement, to become ef- 
fective next September. 

Robert W. Tanguy from East Liverpool, 
Ohio, to the Jersey Shore, Pa., church. 

Richard E. Meloy from Reedsville, Pa., 
to assistant pastor of the Lansdowne, Pa., 
church, April 3. 

William Thomas from Spring Church, 
Pa., to the Turn of River church, Stam- 
ford, Conn. 

George R. Cox from Bloomfield, N. J., 
to the First church, Hartford, Conn. 

Bruce R. Miller from Churchville, Md., 
to Thompsonville, Conn. 

Roy M. Shoaf from Quincy, Mass., to 
associate pastor of the First church, 
Lansing, Mich. 

William H, Venable, Jr., from Ft. Dix, 
N. J., to 610 Park PIl., Pittsburgh 37, Pa. 

The H. Gaylord Knoxes have returned 
home to Vincennes, Ind., after serving in 
Thailand since 1920. 

Charles R. Ehrhardt, Newark, N. J., 
will become minister of the First church, 
Phoenix, Ariz., June 1. 

E. Emanuel from East Liverpool, Ohio, 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


to 1432 Oakwood Blvd., Akron 11, Ohio. 

Leonard L. Patterson from Phoenix, 
Ariz., to assistant minister of the First 
church, Fullerton, Calif. 

Eugene D. Lefebvre from Salinas, 
Calif., to the Phoenix Indian church, 37 
E. Indian School Rd., Phoenix, Ariz. 

Frank L. Lepinski has resigned as 
minister of the Bethany church, Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Leonard T. Boyd has resigned as min- 
ister of Christ’s church, Maryvale, Ariz. 


STATE COUNCIL 


Glenn C. McGee of Trinity church, 
Tucson, Ariz. has become president of the 
Arizona Council of Churches. 


DEATHS 


James C. Wool, 59, executive secretary 
of North Alabama Presbytery for the 
past six years, died suddenly following a 
heart attack at his home in Guntersville, 
Ala., on March 11. Dr. Wool served ear- 
lier in Bishopville, S. C., as executive 
secretary of Granville Presbytery (N. C.) 
and in pastorates in West Virginia, Ala- 
bama and Virginia. 


UNION SEMINARY, NEW YORK 


Robert S. Baker, organist-choirmaster 
of the Fifth Avenue church, New York, 
will become director of the School of 
Sacred Music in Union Seminary, New 
York, succeeding Hugh Porter who died 
last September. Vernon de Tar and Alec 
Wyton have also been named associate 
professors in the same school, and Robert 
S. Tangeman, Harkness professor of 
sacred music, will become director of 
graduate studies in the School of Sacred 
Music. 


FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY 


Rockefeller doctoral fellowships in Re- 
ligion providing opportunities to com- 
plete work on doctorates, have been 


A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 


One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


awarded to the following: YALE: William 
H. Austin, Rochester, N. Y.; John H, 
Schutz, Cheshire, Conn.; W. Sibley Town. 
er, Scottsbluff, Nebr.; HARVARD: Jane 
Dempsey, Columbia, Mo.; Donald W, 
Shriver, Jr., Norfolk, Va.; E. David Wil 
lis; Princeron: Julius W. Melton, Jr, 
Jackson, Miss.; Donald M. Walter, Buck. 
ingham, Pa. 


UPUSA MODERATOR 


Paul D. McKelvey, elder in Calvary 
church, South Pasadena, Calif., has been 
endorsed as moderator of the Buffalo 
Assembly by Los Angeles Presbytery. 
Mr. McKelvey is moderator of the Synod 
of California and chairman of the budget 
and finance committee of the General 
Council of the Assembly. 


CAMPUS SPEAKERS 

Wayne A. Meeks of Memphis, Tenn. 
was Religious Emphasis Week speaker 
at the University of Arkansas. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MEN 

Donald E. Mcintyre of Des Moines, 
Iowa, has become associate executive see 
retary of United Presbyterian Men, serv- 
ing as director of Organization Proce 
dures and of the field staff. He has taken 
up his work in the New York office. 


JUNE DEGREES 

Presbyterian College of South Caro- 
lina will award honorary degrees June 4 
to: Major-General Ansel B. Godfrey, 
Clinton, S. C. (LL.D.); and to Hubert G, 
Wardlaw, Atlanta, Ga., and John D. Hen- 
derson, S. Miami, Fla. (D.D.) 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

Mrs. Thomas W. Foley and her two 
children of the North Brazil Mission are 
in Silver Spring, Md., on regular fur 
lough. Mr. Foley is expected in June or 
July. 


Fine Arts Center 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 
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